
 
Election 2022 Jersey Evangelical Alliance Questionnaire 

 

(Please respond by 2 June 2022 to secretaryjea@gmail.com ) 
 
1.  Would you be in favour of expanding voting rights to all resident Islanders over 

the age of 16 and eliminating the two-year residency requirement before a 
person is allowed to vote in elections?  

 
I don’t feel any strong need to change the requirement, but I would be willing to 

listen to arguments in favour of reducing the 2 year residency requirement. 
 
 
2. What are your views about legislation which would regulate speech or the 

freedom of assembly? 
 
I’m sorry, this question is not clear enough to answer. What does it mean to 

“regulate speech”?  
 
3.  Would you describe yourself as a free speech absolutist or should there be 

certain limits on free speech?  
 
I would not describe myself as a free speech absolutist. There are laws in place for 

example around libel, discrimination and not encouraging hate crime that 
place justified limits on the right to free speech. However, I do not believe in 
restricting free speech just because a person or group may take offence. 
Democracy requires an exchange of views, and we should defend the right for 
people to say things with which we may strongly disagree. 

 
 
4.  Currently “religion or belief” is not included in Jersey’s equality law as a 

protected characteristic. Would you be in favour of amending the law to make 
it illegal to discriminate against anyone because of their religion or belief? 

 
I would not be in favour of extending the law in this way. There is a danger that it 

would be used to try and avoid the application of anti-discrimination laws, for 
example to allow discrimination against gay people on grounds of religion. I do 
not believe in a religious exemption for discriminatory treatment of gay people, 
or any other group. 

 
 
5.  How important is it to you that Jersey maintains the role of the Dean in the States 

Assembly?  
 
The Dean’s role doesn’t cause me a huge problem. 
 
 
 



 
6.  Are you in favour of maintaining tax-payer support of parish churches?  
 
It is parish ratepayers who pay for the upkeep of parish churches, not taxpayers. 

Given their role as historic as well as religious buildings, I do not have a huge 
problem with this. 

 
7.  Are you aware that current government plans to eliminate marginal tax relief for 

married people will result in tax burden shifting to poorer Islanders as it lowers 
taxes for wealthier Islanders? Are you in favour of eliminating marginal tax relief 
for married people? Would you be in favour of allowing married couples to 
share their marginal tax relief allowances across a family unit?  

 
I am in favour of tax being neutral in respect of married and unmarried couples. 

Fairness in the tax system is something that should be addressed separately from 
this important principle.  

 
8. What improvements do you think need to be made to improve the mental health 

and well-being of islanders, particularly young people? 
 
This question is really asking for a mental health strategy and the space does not 

exist to provide that here. As with much in Jersey, the problem is not just coming 
up with a strategy, it is with resources and delivery. For example, in 2021 the 
government published a strategy for mental health in young people, and in 
2022 there was a “Young People’s Emotional Wellbeing and Mental Health 
Strategy”. However, at the moment I hear many stories of young people waiting 
far too long to see a specialist. I have been contacted directly by voters 
worried by the problems in accessing mental health support. Therefore one of 
the most important issues is putting in place resources that enable people to get 
help immediately if they are struggling with mental health issues. 

 
9. What would you propose to improve transport links within and to the Island? 
 
Please see my manifesto jonathanrenouf.je 
 
10. Are you in favour of a raise to the minimum wage or to institute a living wage in 

Jersey? 
 
I favour raising the minimum wage to the level of the living wage. I would expect to 

do this over a period of time, in consultation with business, in order to allow 
business to adjust to the change.  

 
11. What are your views about how to make housing more affordable in Jersey?  
 
Please see my manifesto jonathanrenouf.je which includes a signfiicant section 

about housing. 
 



 
12. Would you be in favour of creating a special category of licensed employee for 

not-for-profit organisations that would give charities the ability to hire and offer 
housing to trained charity workers who are not currently resident in Jersey? 

 
The question of employee licences is one that needs to be considered in the 

context of the entire licencing system. At the moment the system is opaque: we 
do not know how many licences are being given in different categories. I favour 
a far more transparent system of issuing licences, so that we can see where they 
are currently going, and whether there is room to change the balance. I would 
be happy to explore the idea of a licence category for charity workers, but I 
would want to understand the scale of the problem it is attempting to solve and 
the full implications of such a system before giving my support. 

 
13. Are you in favour of allowing allow Ukrainian nationals without family ties to stay 

in the island? Would you be in favour of Jersey receiving refugees from other 
areas of the world where there is a clear humanitarian crisis?  

 
There are a lot of questions here. What do we mean by “stay”? What status are we 

offering refugees? Would they be allowed to work, and if so on what basis? Do 
we draw the line at Ukranian nationals?  

Jersey is a small island. Rather than focus just on Ukranian refugees, we should have 
a debate as an island about how many refugees we want to welcome to the 
island on an annual basis.  

 
14. Do you support maintaining a minimum overseas aid budget of .7% of GDP? 
 
Yes 
 
15. In view of the UK’s proposed conversion therapy ban would you be in favour of 

a similar ban in Jersey? If so, what are the specific practices which would be 
made illegal?  

 
I am opposed to conversion therapy. I note that The BPS and other professional 
bodies, have warned that all kind of conversion therapy are unethical and 
potentially harmful.   

16. Would you be in favour of expanding abortion provision in Jersey or making 
abortion more accessible in Jersey? 

 
Jersey currently has a 12 week limit on abortion, although anyone who wants an 

abortion after this travels to the UK to take advantage of the 24 week limit there. 
Guernsey has a 24 week limit (as of 2020). Jersey currently has relatively low 
levels of abortion, particularly because we have a low teenage pregnancy 
rate. I do not at present detect a strong desire to lengthen term limits, but I am 
pro choice on abortion and would consider lengthening term limits.  

 



 
 
17. Are you in favour of legalising Assisted Suicide in principle in Jersey? If so, what 

safeguards would you propose creating as a part of any draft legislation put 
forward in the States assembly?  

 
I am in favour of legalising assisted suicide in principle. Safeguards  - particularly 

around ensuring that people do not feel pressured into ending their lives early - 
should be the subject of consultation, and are a matter that needs wide 
discussion.  

 
18. Are you in favour of legalising recreational cannabis use? 
 
We need a wider conversation about drugs policy, which should be addressed by 

a new Alcohol and Drugs strategy. We have already made medicinal cannabis 
available, and by all accounts several thousand people are now taking 
advantage of this option. It therefore seems untenable to criminalise one group 
of cannabis users whilst another group is given legal permission. Whether 
decriminalisation or full legalisation is the way forward is something about which 
I am open minded. 

 
19. What is your general view of religion, churches and other faith groups in Jersey? 

What is your experience with these groups? 
 
Faith groups play a vital role in the social fabric of the island, and do a huge 
amount of good. They provide comfort and solace at times of sadness. Churches 
are places where people celebrate joyful events in their lives, and they play a big 
role in the life of the community. In St Brelade I am impressed by the work done by 
faith groups in supporting charities that help the most disadvantaged and 
vulnerable in our community, particularly for example through support for the 
Sanctuary Trust. Churches are also involved in providing facilities (such at at 
Communicare) that are available for – and immensely valued by – the community. 

 


