
 
 

Election 2022 Jersey Evangelical Alliance Questionnaire 
 

(Please respond by 2 June 2022 to secretaryjea@gmail.com ) 
 
1.  Would you be in favour of expanding voting rights to all resident Islanders over 
the age of 16 and eliminating the two-year residency requirement before a person 
is allowed to vote in elections?  
 
I support the existing position which requires either two years of residency or 6 
months residency if a person has been resident previously for a total of 5 years. This 
seems reasonable and appropriate.  
 
 
 
2. What are your views about legislation which would regulate speech or the 
freedom of assembly? 
 
Any legislation in these areas would need to be for a very specific reason. 
Generally, we should not be regulating matters that are fundamental tenets of a 
free, democratic society. 
 
 
 
3.  Would you describe yourself as a free speech absolutist or should there be 

certain limits on free speech?  
 
There should be some carefully defined limits. Free speech should not include the 
right to incite violent behaviour or to spread hatred.  
 
 
 
4.  Currently “religion or belief” is not included in Jersey’s equality law as a 

protected characteristic. Would you be in favour of amending the law to make 
it illegal to discriminate against anyone because of their religion or belief? 

 
I understand that the Discrimination (Jersey) Law 2013 is gradually being widened 
(through Regulations) to include a broader range of protected characteristics. It is 
appropriate that this should include religion and/or belief. 
 
 
 
5.  How important is it to you that Jersey maintains the role of the Dean in the States 

Assembly?  
 
I support the role of the Dean as a non-voting Member of the States Assembly. The 
Dean’s role is part of our culture and heritage. The Dean often makes insightful 
contributions on important social issues.  
 



 
6.  Are you in favour of maintaining tax-payer support of parish churches?  

Parish churches are supported through the rates. The level of support allocated is a 
matter for ratepayers to decide at the Parish Rates Assembly.  
 
Under our current ecclesiastical structure, I believe it is appropriate that Parish 
Churches are supported in this manner.  
 
 
 
7.  Are you aware that current government plans to eliminate marginal tax relief for 

married people will result in tax burden shifting to poorer Islanders as it lowers 
taxes for wealthier Islanders? Are you in favour of eliminating marginal tax relief 
for married people? Would you be in favour of allowing married couples to 
share their marginal tax relief allowances across a family unit?  

 
I would not support the removal of marginal tax relief for married people. I would 
be in favour of allowing married couples to share their marginal tax relief across a 
family unit as they see fit – we should be encouraging such flexibility in the tax 
system and always seeking to keep Islanders money in their own pockets.  
 
 
 
8. What improvements do you think need to be made to improve the mental health 

and well-being of islanders, particularly young people? 
 
Our community must have access to good quality and timely physical and mental 
healthcare at every stage of life. This requires continued investment in staff, services 
and the correct health care model for Jersey to ensure best value for money. I 
believe significant further work is required in this area to give confidence to health 
care workers and the public.  
 
Despite increased investment and committed staff, our mental health services are 
not at the standard required. We need focused investment, improved programmes 
and early intervention activities to promote mental health and well-being. This is a 
growing challenge, especially among our young people. A co-ordinated approach 
across Government is urgently required which includes hearing the voices of 
people with lived experience of particular health conditions.   
 
 
 
9. What would you propose to improve transport links within and to the Island? 
 
Jersey has good transport links for a small Island.  
 
Blue Islands, EasyJet and British Airways provide good air links across the UK and are 
supplemented by seasonal services from other carriers. I am especially pleased that 
the Heathrow route has been secured for five years. Our FlyDirect routes also offer a 
popular and important service to different destinations in Europe which I hope can 



 
expand to include more options in future. Similarly, I hope that the Blue Island route 
to Renne secures sufficient uptake to allow more links with cities in France to be 
considered.  
 
We must secure our existing sea links to the UK, France and Guernsey for the long-
term. I would support further provision of day trip opportunities across the Channel 
Islands and routes to different Norman ports if demand is sufficient.  
 

 

10. Are you in favour of a raise to the minimum wage or to institute a living wage in 
Jersey? 

 
I am in favour of the living wage and support the work of Caritas to introduce this 
throughout the Island. It should be our intention to be a full living wage Island by the 
end of the next State Assembly term. That may require us to work with and support 
particular industries, which we must do.  
 
 
 
11. What are your views about how to make housing more affordable in Jersey?  
 
Urgent action is required to deal with Jersey’s housing crisis. We are losing the skills 
of our home-grown talent because they cannot afford a home in Jersey.   
 
We must ensure a proper supply of affordable housing, in appropriate locations, for 
Island families. Support to buy, including assistance with deposits, shared equity 
schemes and deferred payment schemes, must be available.    
 
We should, for now, give priority to those in the Island who are seeking to buy their 
first home above those purchasing investment properties. This may require 
temporary tax measures for those purchasing multiple properties to rent.  
 
I am in favour of a complete ban on foreign buy-to-let properties, and we must 
similarly discourage any trend where properties are owned for occupation by those 
who don’t primarily reside in Jersey – again using economic levers if necessary.    
 
The census has shown that we have too many empty properties – there must be 
incentives to ensure that properties are not left unoccupied for long periods.   
 
I support voluntary schemes to enable those who wish to downsize. This will assist 
with the supply of family homes. I also support a reduction in the bureaucracy 
around the creation of two and three generation properties – these are key to 
supporting more independent living in the community.   
 
We should also consider requiring properties under a certain value to be sold to first 
time buyers or those who are downsizing.   



 
 
 
12. Would you be in favour of creating a special category of licensed employee for 

not-for-profit organisations that would give charities the ability to hire and offer 
housing to trained charity workers who are not currently resident in Jersey? 

 
I was part of the group of parents who founded Autism Jersey 17 years ago and am 
the current Vice-Chair. I am aware of the many challenges faced by local charities 
and will be a strong voice for the voluntary sector in the States. 
 
Charities provide many vital community services and economic benefits in Jersey. 
Where charities need to hire workers from outside the Island who would contribute 
in this respect, either for services within the Island or by helping to support the 
excellent work that various Jersey charities undertake overseas, we should be 
making that possible. 
 
This of course needs to be consistent with a sustainable population policy for the 
Island.  
 
 
13. Are you in favour of allowing allow Ukrainian nationals without family ties to stay 

in the island? Would you be in favour of Jersey receiving refugees from other 
areas of the world where there is a clear humanitarian crisis?  

 
If local families are willing to host and support Ukrainian nationals in Jersey, 
regardless of family ties, I would be in favour of working to ensure that the 
Immigration Rules can facilitate that.  
 
The role Jersey plays in other humanitarian crises elsewhere in the world, be this 
direct financial support or accepting refugees, will depend on the circumstances at 
the time. We are a generous community and Jersey will always play its part in 
supporting those who are less fortunate than ourselves and are facing crisis.  
 
 
 
14. Do you support maintaining a minimum overseas aid budget of .7% of GDP? 
 
Jersey does not currently meet the 0.7% UN aid target. We should continue to 
increase our overseas aid contribution in a managed way so that we move closer 
to achieving this target. 
 
  



 
 
15. In view of the UK’s proposed conversion therapy ban would you be in favour of 

a similar ban in Jersey? If so, what are the specific practices which would be 
made illegal?  

 
I would support Jersey mirroring the UK ban on conversion therapy.  
 
 
 
16. Would you be in favour of expanding abortion provision in Jersey or making 

abortion more accessible in Jersey? 
 
I am pro-choice. I support the current arrangements in Jersey. We should support 
women through what is always a stressful and difficult time, and one of the most 
difficult decisions that anyone can make.  
 
 
 
17. Are you in favour of legalising Assisted Suicide in principle in Jersey? If so, what 

safeguards would you propose creating as a part of any draft legislation put 
forward in the States assembly?  

 
I am in favour in principle of legalising assisted dying. Individuals must be free to 
have the choice to end their life if the alternative is to experience significant pain or 
suffering.  
 
I support safeguards which ensure that a person must be able to take their own, 
informed decision without being influenced by any external pressure, including from 
family members.  
 
 
18. Are you in favour of legalising recreational cannabis use? 
 
I have met and discussed this issue with the group “End Cannabis Prohibition 
Jersey”. They gave an informed presentation and I enjoyed and appreciated our 
dialogue. I respect their position. 
 
I am not currently in favour of legalising recreational cannabis use. I support 
targeted medicinal cannabis use where it is prescribed by a medical professional.  
 
I do not believe that Jersey should be among the first places in the world to legalise 
recreational cannabis use, and I believe that general cannabis use can have 
significant physical and mental health impacts on our population which we should 
not be encouraging.  
 
  



 
 
19. What is your general view of religion, churches and other faith groups in Jersey? 

What is your experience with these groups? 
 
I have a very positive view. Religious and church groups play a key role in 
supporting our Island community – providing spiritual support, companionship, 
friendship and a number of direct services to support Islanders.  
 
These groups do a significant amount of excellent and valuable work, much of 
which can go unseen, but is invaluable to those who receive it.   
 
 


