
 
 

Election 2022 Jersey Evangelical Alliance Questionnaire 
 

(Please respond by 2 June 2022 to secretaryjea@gmail.com ) 
 
1.  Would you be in favour of expanding voting rights to all resident Islanders over 

the age of 16 and eliminating the two-year residency requirement before a 
person is allowed to vote in elections?  

 
I haven’t heard this suggested before and would need to consider it. I might be in favour of 

reducing the two years to a shorter period, but not of completely removing the 
requirement for some period of residence before becoming eligible to vote. 

 
 
2. What are your views about legislation which would regulate speech or the 

freedom of assembly? 
 
and 
 
3.  Would you describe yourself as a free speech absolutist or should there be 

certain limits on free speech?  
 
 
 
I am not able to provide a definitive answer to a question about ‘legislation which would 

regulate speech of the freedom of assembly’ without specific detail of the proposed 
legislation. 

 
I support freedom of speech and freedom of assembly. There is, however, a need for some 

regulation in this area such as, for example, to prevent the spread of an infectious 
disease, or to prevent incitement to violence or to prevent people preying on vulnerable 
people by deliberately misleading with false claims. We already have such regulation: for 
example, advertising standards. 

 
 
4.  Currently “religion or belief” is not included in Jersey’s equality law as a 

protected characteristic. Would you be in favour of amending the law to make 
it illegal to discriminate against anyone because of their religion or belief? 

 
I would have no objection to such an amendment in principle, though working for 

such an amendment is not something I consider to be a political priority. 
 
 
5.  How important is it to you that Jersey maintains the role of the Dean in the States 

Assembly?  
 
I don’t have any strong view either way. While I happen personally to rather like the 

fact that the Dean can speak in the States, I recognise that this is something of a 



 
anomaly and I would struggle to defend or justify its continuation if I were 
required as a States Member to consider and vote on a proposition to change it. 

 
 
6.  Are you in favour of maintaining tax-payer support of parish churches?  
 
The current arrangements whereby there is tax-payer support of the 12 medieval 

parish churches (and not the Church of England churches built for new districts 
in St Helier in the nineteenth century) are not, I think, what anyone would devise 
if starting from scratch. They do, however, have the advantage of providing 
some level of support both for the maintenance of the fine medieval church 
buildings that we have, and also of the parish cemeteries, where parishioners 
(irrespective of whether they are members of the Church of England) have the 
right to be buried.  

 
I consider it highly unlikely that a proposition to change the status quo on this will be 

brought to the states in the next four years. In the unlikely event that it were, I 
would probably vote against maintaining the tax-payer support of the parish 
churches. 

 
 
7.  Are you aware that current government plans to eliminate marginal tax relief for 

married people will result in tax burden shifting to poorer Islanders as it lowers 
taxes for wealthier Islanders? Are you in favour of eliminating marginal tax relief 
for married people? Would you be in favour of allowing married couples to 
share their marginal tax relief allowances across a family unit?  

 
I support the move to independent taxation of married couples but I consider that it 

is really important that this is implemented in a way that does not disadvantage 
any lower or middle income households. It is important to ensure that the 
allowances are set so as to ensure this does not happen with the move to 
independent taxation. 

 
 
8. What improvements do you think need to be made to improve the mental health 

and well-being of islanders, particularly young people? 
 
Please see our Reform Jersey Manifesto for details of our policy on this. 
 
9. What would you propose to improve transport links within and to the Island? 
 
Please see our Reform Jersey Manifesto for details of our policy on this. 
 
 
10. Are you in favour of a raise to the minimum wage or to institute a living wage in 

Jersey? 



 
 
Yes. This is one of our key pledges. Please see our Reform Jersey manifesto. 
 
11. What are your views about how to make housing more affordable in Jersey?  
 
Please see the Reform Jersey manifesto for our pledge and policy on housing. 
 
 
 
12. Would you be in favour of creating a special category of licensed employee for 

not-for-profit organisations that would give charities the ability to hire and offer 
housing to trained charity workers who are not currently resident in Jersey? 

 
I have not previously heard this suggested but would be open to considering it. 
 
13. Are you in favour of allowing allow Ukrainian nationals without family ties to stay 

in the island? Would you be in favour of Jersey receiving refugees from other 
areas of the world where there is a clear humanitarian crisis?  

 
Yes; I believe we ought to take a share of those who have had to seek refuge 

outside Ukraine. 
 
 
14. Do you support maintaining a minimum overseas aid budget of .7% of GDP? 
 
Yes. 
 
15. In view of the UK’s proposed conversion therapy ban would you be in favour of 

a similar ban in Jersey? If so, what are the specific practices which would be 
made illegal?  

 
It is difficult to answer this in general terms: it would depend on the detail of what 

was proposed and how ‘conversion therapy’ was defined. As a more general 
point on ‘therapy’, I consider that this is an area, together with some aspects of 
complementary health practice, were there might be a case for tighter 
regulation in order to protect vulnerable people from potentially harmful 
interventions from practitioners who are not regulated by any professional body. 

 
 
16. Would you be in favour of expanding abortion provision in Jersey or making 

abortion more accessible in Jersey? 
 
No, I would not. 
 



 
17. Are you in favour of legalising Assisted Suicide in principle in Jersey? If so, what 

safeguards would you propose creating as a part of any draft legislation put 
forward in the States assembly?  

Following the States Assembly’s in-principle approval ‘Assisted Dying’ in November 
2021, detailed proposals on ‘Assisted Dying’ are due to come to the Assembly in 
November 2022. If I am elected to that Assembly, I would vote against these. 

 
If the legislation on Assisted Dying is passed by the States Assembly then I would 

work to ensure that appropriate safeguards were put in place. Considerable 
work would be needed both to identify what safeguards are needed and how 
best to enact and implement them.   

   
 
18. Are you in favour of legalising recreational cannabis use? 
 
I am in favour of decriminalising cannabis, as set out in the Reform Jersey 

manifesto. 
 
19. What is your general view of religion, churches and other faith groups in Jersey? 

What is your experience with these groups? 
 
This question is too broad to admit of a short answer! 
 
I certainly don’t have a ‘general view ‘of ‘religion, churches and other faith groups’, 

an expression that encompasses a lot, and Jersey, of course, is part of a wider 
world, so I don’t have a view of any of these ‘in Jersey’ as they are all 
connected, in various ways, with other places, as also with other times. 

 
I am a practising Roman Catholic. I give thanks to God for the gift of faith, and for 

all those from whose witness and teaching I have received the gift of faith. These 
include early family influences, and many, many others, both in Jersey and 
elsewhere. My mother was a Catholic of Irish background and I was brought up 
as a Catholic, but I also consider my father’s upbringing in, and his extended 
family’s commitment to, the Presbyterian Church of Wales to have been 
important influences on my life and faith.  


